BELIEVE – 
THAT YOU MAY HAVE LIFE
14.  Friday’s Here But Sunday’s A Comin’
Scripture:
John 19:16 – 20:29
Theme:
Jesus Christ laid down His life for us, so He could give His resurrected life to us, in order to live His life through us
INTRODUCTION

Looking for a way to save Jesus, Pontius Pilate offered the Jews a choice.  Which prisoner would they like released:  Jesus or Barabbas (in insurrectionist, murdered, and robber)?  The power of darkness resounded within the swelling cry:  “Give us Barabbas, give us Barabbas … crucify Jesus, crucify Him.”
And so the final stage has been set.  The degree to which the darkness of evil blinds man’s eyes to grace and life and light is about to be revealed.

“Because of darkness, a false friend betrayed the Lord.  Because of darkness, a true follower denied His master.  Because of darkness, men entrusted with God’s truth had turned with murder on there hearts against the very God they claimed to serve.  Because of darkness, a man convinced of Jesus’ innocence permitted Him to be tormented and crucified.  Because of darkness, the crowd that cheered Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem now demanded His death and the release of a hardened murderer.  On that Friday in the depth of Jesus moral darkness covered the earth.”  Larry Richards
Yet, by the amazing grace and love of God, that darkness could not hold back the penetrating light of new hope and promise.  Only the love of God could turn the tables on Satan’s treachery.  On that cruel cross, man’s sin was paid for and forgiven.  With His suffering complete and His spirit released, Jesus died – only to unleash a glorious victory.

If the story had ended with Jesus’ cruel death on a cross, then all the claims of forgiveness of sin, assurance of eternal life and the victory of good over evil would have been mere speculation, words proclaiming hope and victory, but in reality signifying nothing.

How can God’s divine love, grace, forgiveness and victorious hope be proven?  How can Jesus’ claim, “I am the resurrection and the life” be demonstrated?  The answer takes place on Sunday.  On the first day of the week, before dawn, His tomb was found empty.  As the shocking discovery began to circulate, other disciples came to examine the scene.  Soon Jesus began to appear to them individually, in groups and before huge crowds.  The ultimate power of life, truth, grace and hope is demonstrated in the resurrection of Jesus.
I.  The Crucifixion
   
John 19:16-37
1. Read Psalm 22 in light of John 19:18.  What aspects of Jesus’ crucifixion can you find in David’s Psalm?  How does this Psalm help you better understand Jesus crucifixion?
2. What was the inscription which Pilate wrote over the cross?   How would you explain Pilate’s thoughts and feelings by doing so?    Jn. 19:19-22
3. How would you describe the feelings of Mary, Jesus mother, seeing her crucified son?
      Lu. 2:34-35

· What do you suppose are the implications of Jesus’ words to Mary and John?  Why do you think He calls Mary, “Woman” and not mother?
4.  
Explain the significance of Jesus’ statements:  “I thirst” and “It is finished.”  
5.
What evidence does John give that Jesus was really dead?  Jn. 19:33-37

· Why is this testimony so important?

II.  The Burial
 
John 19:38-42
1. What two men take away the body of Jesus?  What do you know about them and what kinds of risks do they face?
2. How did they prepare the body for burial and where did they place the body?  
     John 19:39-42
3. Where were Jesus’ disciples during His crucifixion and burial?   Jn. 16:32
· Why do you think they were so conspicuously absent?  John 20:19
· Under the same circumstances, do you think you would have been more like Joseph and Nicodemus or Jesus’ disciples?  Explain.
III.  The Empty Tomb 
  John 20:1-10
1. Who comes to the tomb?    Jn. 20:1; Lu. 24:1; Mk. 16:1; Matt. 28:1
· What do they discover and how do they react?  Jn. 20:2-4
· What was the initial response of the disciples?  Lu. 24:11

2.
What do Peter and John proceed to do?  Jn. 20:5-9
3. Why do you suppose it was so important for John to prove the tomb was empty?                 I Cor. 15:13-15
IV.  The Appearances 
  John 20:11-29
1.  John goes on to record three appearances of the risen Christ:  to Mary, to His disciples and to Thomas.  Why do you suppose Mary doesn’t immediately recognize Jesus?  
        Jn. 20:15-18
2.
What makes her realize Jesus’ identity?  Jn.20:16
· What impresses you most about their encounter?
3.  In light of Jesus later inviting Thomas to place his finger in Jesus side, how would you explain the meaning of Jesus’ words in Jn. 20:19?
4.  What specific details does John record describing the feelings of the disciples and the unusual circumstances of Jesus’ appearance?  Jn. 20:19

5.  When Jesus appears to His disciples, what specific gifts and promises does He give them?  Jn. 20:19-23

· Think of the significance of Jesus’ words in verse 21.  “As the Father” … What does that mean in light of the following verses?  Jn. 1:14; 3:16; 6:29, 38; 15:18-20; 17:18

· How is Jesus giving the Holy Spirit to His disciples different from the baptism of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost?  Jn. 20:22; Acts 2:1-4, 16-17 

6.  Considering Mary in verse 13 and the other disciples in verses 9 and 19, how do you compare Thomas with them?  Jn. 20:24-29

· How does Jesus deal with Thomas’ doubt?

· What is significant about His response to Jesus?

7.  What is the meaning of Jesus’ words in John 20:29?

APPLICATION
1.  
What aspect of Jesus trial, humiliation, and death has made the deepest impression on you?  Why?

2. 
How would you react if a friend told you he had seen someone raised from the dead?  What makes the story of Jesus different to you?

3.  
Is believing that Jesus rose from the dead as important for you as believing that He died on the cross for your sins?  Explain.
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